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A Note on the Sources 
The pages which have been — 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
effort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 





PUBLICATION AND MICROFILM 
COPYING RESTRICTIONS 


Reel duplication of the whole or of 
any part of this film is prohibited. 
In lieu of transcripts, however, 
enlarged photocopies of selected 
items contained on these reels 
may be made in order to facilitate 
research. 








NOTEBOOK SERIES 
NOTEBOOKS BY EXPERIMENTERS 
OTHER THAN EDISON 











Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments -- Miscellaneous Books 


These thirteen notebooks were used by Jerry T. Chesler, Charles T. 
Dally, Newman H. Holland, William A. Hayes, Paul D. Payne, and Edwin 
Smith, Jr., during 1917-1918 for notes on a variety of experiments performed 
for the U.S. Navy. Included are entries relating to smoke generation to hide 
ships, the prevention of rust on submarine guns, and improvements to range 
finders and spotting telescopes. There are also notes on arc transmitters, 
resonators, sound-ranging apparatus. In addition, there are experiments ona 
respirator to protect men in the fighting tops of battleships from sulphur dioxide 
fumes, an airplane stabilizer to prevent undesired pitching motions, a primary 
battery for airplane use, and a smoke bomb. Much of this work was carried out 
under the direction and supervision of Edison. 


N-Number Labels and Inscriptions on Front Cover 

Selected Books 

17-00-00.6 "4445" 

17-02-11 "T.A.E. Personal 'X' Account #5045. 2-11-17 -- 
#5049 2-19-17"; "Edwin Smith Jr." 

17-02-27 -- 

17-07-01 "Notes by Mr. Edison. From July 1 - To 1917" 

18-03-03 --- 

18-03-13 a 

Books Not Selected 

Undated.30 --- 

47-02-13 "Laboratory Notebook of Richard G. Berger. Lab. 
Of Thos. A. Edison Feb 13, 1917."; "Subject: 
Personal for T.A.E Naval" 

17-02-24 -— 

17-02-26 "Naval Work For Mr. Edison - Personal - by 
Warwick" 

17-08-15 --—- 

18-01-00 --- 


18-05-29 -—- 





Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments -- Miscellaneous Books 
Notebook N-17-00-00.6 


This undated notebook was used by Charles T. Dally, probably in July 
1917, for notes on experimental work done for the U.S. Navy. Most of the 
entries pertain to smoke generation to conceal ships. A two-page note from 
Edison to Dally on preparing the "smoke producing stuff" has been inserted into 
the beginning of the book. The initial entries by Dally on rosin experiments are 
related to work in Notebooks by Other Experimenters—Phonograph Record 
Experiments—C. T. Dally Disc Blanks Composition Books. The front cover is 
labeled "1445." The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 25 pages have 
been used. 















ie ac Lners peed Sthe« “f 
Caen ailal ‘ yee 


“ ° CUA S| ‘\lresser.. Mees 4 





Where we feelute. 
i Mew Luge. MWher ae el titel: Ae. Can, 
Ls. lepers Chane paws ae [a 
qe Reh ace. 
2 ‘patie, Ce. A OR at. lsat Ae, 
are ut gus pee b-< mG. 7 an 
SM ake ( W, ¢ Sas ie # otf Rae a a 
rs cee ek 


uel wn ce Goh sclg wee oe 


tA ger fk ek ; 


ee mais irae _J s 46. el heewa i 


aN 
vb 
~ 








a aN area Naar TO eee irre e parmnnn te Rn ett ny 





behead 
re 







. ody. we 7 


shu 
t 


















aA AEE Pieettnna( Sere a 








Wer eee oe 
[Bry dette) pa 


H sical but Gd d Baspos al on “Cdf” “Hod, : 
‘a 7... pier eons ei Aoi ee, ne = : 











| Mitel ofS, Thon tee Kot | 
| ect eee) ee Lecter Then add _ 
Hi the ether of Che Milente of Seebe : 
t fits ci leon cosy et [10 Med LE -e | 
! = e daae oe | 
Ph delhi nad eRe aA Ce at chee MOEA eth 1 — Leki tate Hh i belere obs denn 

— pagers ae Esk rale= Sots so Teton Goran fpr 


Petites ee. 


: . : aan Le ST a ' 
been one e is i nies - ‘ ns rg are haaiae Fo an einer 
. é . oo a . se amen ¢ a 













Heeb ber geverat 




















































16 gg ae /e fo | 


Conta Ot 1 er ref fr a fiyp feos cae 


#6. tou if he 8 Epeufh 207k catlir ok 


| 

a | 
i i ee /0 Jo | 
Vrambgdinn frdu orl pues Che uf tory 


. 


{ 
4 


ae a 


: Sof x 7 Gout 20f Lanse et 




















ae 
sy, /6 fe 


Broa ates 


« : - 
aa i f vA Geetfo a a/e TO af 








wa mtd & Viz; iecuidcas cha 











| 
\ 
i 
| 
| 


Feiss 


ae 


s 
~~ « 
_ 

> 
CN 
gw 2 
Fou 
So 

as 

. 

x 
































[doen ff cn 


t 4-3 


st, ee, bane Vas wh thine me 
dowd Cog tht a vale. 


/¥o~ uv 
flere L& aarti 
tbe -_Swelol PEE. 


ae ened 


« wengiten 
SGA CAN 





ORY RG 


_Wwo- Ss” 
Faker 











, Sane ral tro £&) ce¢ + Aa¥ fe arf i 

























i A 
Ie 250V 
loav ge tut 
Bev =o gered 
| a 
ime 150 is 
40. Nacld. 
Ful 





af amen’ 


aie Dn adler street gbruatsinks)| 









grits bi Nn? cl bndt 1S 
Bes 



































- Shh nb wrorutied Oe per of A parcel 
a bth aty 









































aa ze ; 

Me-! 8 ; 

aie ) 

hue SS : 

a Rs i 

rrr 4 j | 

Tare 2 ; ya | 
Yet out | aaa? 6 UT YA fer 











Norte 
aod flor Hf 
iy /6 
Lulffur 3 
chakurrk  S. 
Klee & 

b /m ddale= | 

Calf aoe fer Yow 



































wee te sm ; | 
: ae eee ont sce taser te seen a : | ind 
Sas Size Byes ‘ hin ot 


“17 1 bf aes aooi ica 
i 6 Ban Tce Hoek 















A, form thinne Deed Bo hr choinb he | 
































NO - 3-1 


Row diary Oyrtfot tole i 






















Yo - 2-2, 


Su f 20 GaYof acelrd : 


yo D rere Chronrtool— ) At 

















4 piven 


“23 








Ppa A 


fo 


Jed - 
f 7 


t 2 »o . 
por Kt ~~ 


J 0 Lb 11B- 


[etn — 


_ CAA 
flunre us 
6b. f? 
1 . Mie 4 ha 


Larereeteanibene terme cere Fe wre — : oe 
































! | gas B. 
fe ui 3. JT 

: Quetindi. veda GS 

|. eo bn hi a 
Che 


Ree ae POON aren re | 
Ce 205-¢ Cet aclotie] cm) | 
Krone) ee: Sere te vag Pe ae ee 
Sod! om, Mir, pews accirrak 


Le Dp aie cf Sood fioune | 


wegmae Suen Ser 


ae 


i i g 


Sees 4 

Hee 

: a. 

:f . 
F jgpen 
: 


>. 
nee dominant LCA TEN RTE VES eS 











De Fs Yoel abebed ~ 4076 ad a p : 
| IS~ dee 
| | | | 7 a \. “14 Ta 




























ee ee 


Wh ee 


; 20 

7 o. - 
6 

ON ae 


ET NL Ls ina aang cin nti tent aa 





“Reaia. dere: - 


ete, : jo¢f 
. Co Legh : dun? Sh HR ud 


835 Faw. 


a yd eu gon! salen by 
. , Ae : ofan, wy | 
IQs -* id eft Let 


: 10. 4 abit, 


ele 


“Eto 


Baas h a en at 
fs 
Maree on Wed ean be ag OF, 


gate Tony my, tay te a 


as 


: 50 is Pasi ; 


af Gee 2 Pe ae 
UE Ne AE eh hee 

















one AS Titian 3 ar 























[ITEM(S) FOUND IN BOOK] 


Ne af . : 
Boor Seah ge so ‘ ey ees ae 
Chan sal. SB Ye ae Wel ae fox le ti aan ee 
| : : os » hatincarda, Hp. oe Ny 
a a Rey raakl (ig 6 us Kp. ae 
: ae Qt ae flog Eaten: ad oe “Hab te Jb el 
Le faded Dede ann Cua ae erat... es 2aN-. CO fuse. 









7 
ke 
i 
be 
[° 














(ITEM(S) FOUND IN BOOK] 


7 [Yor As POLS 
jet LD Ee Jee, 
adrpiie Mea S20 


_ niteet Cha Kaci PF ou: — : 
ce ee 
OL f - 2. fies ey oe ae 

z vate. ee SEN ci aw me ee 4 





: fs at | ‘ BP ot dat : wlth te se Lice 
> 








(ITEM(S) FOUND IN BOOK] 


: ee torr J bem f SA ins 

aoe 3 (J) : 7 : le oe ; ‘ 

Cee, eee 

flow ¥ eee nas weeere re et 
$0 0~ WD 

Antphes OB. (pesto Ee ] : hGH: te, / x i‘. ae 





0 [SPC 



































{ITEM(S) FOUND IN BOOK] 


Mont 8! _ : | 

: Be ae = SP dah ua selene ria Tow 

held PP coro secs cee cae we ee et 3 

pees ee ead. - Wee vi gaa he “3 bife: on~ 2 Dhak 
eed eae: 7 a : | ere} . b ete te. Bovine SF mw ree, 


toe 





ee. . | wey, aloes, wth Laney vn % exdtet-a a see 
te 2 Sup a / Pip batted fod uf ann yews ae se ou aa 
Calas vel - wth | - act eos BAG a Pefirgeh BoP EtE RS ben 





Ee sted wea. ae 


Spy 08 fale 
ts. ° t a 7 : 
bi , 
i 


: Z : nee é eho a Sy * es cos : Ser So Ste ee 
1 . oe ‘ Be : eka Adios, bs 
Sreusy oh. - ithe Ra cee Seti ae UT We ted mine tenet ae wi cd eaGe Wind ‘ 














(ITEM(S) FOUND IN BOOK] 





(ITEM(S) FOUND IN BOOK] 


erm: es 
; ae 498 rem grind 


Wet ay “12 at (2d | 


: A - 





ae ie ee lowed + as ~p ie = 
a - os me Sasscnte : a BaP aie whee geet — a eae Si2sen dal = 





{ITEM(S) FOUND IN BOOK] 


Q pie tg dole - a M6 - ae whet soyegeeher eee 
Wa for See ae 
: ior ons /o~ ye AM: : 7 6s ce oe 


& oe oe sed. ria 





[/TEM(S) FOUND IN BOOK] 


oe. 4 ee J i Opens 
ahold 1 So a7. Kosan ts 
/ooo eC. E. ot aa eae | 


. ff 





ie. ee 1500 Cele cs oa egaseeieeus 
MA 2.6 anim = ena fem 


a 7 7 : . t os 
[A es eee Oo ceeee ce ee ean emer see et Ee oo oN “plat or ‘ to” ay , ’ ‘ 
Ve Rages a, ’ : " . . et ith . ‘ s ‘ 
. . grag . “ : $a oe ate Ras meee tee ne ren teeteane mene tee at cee * 








[ITEM(S) FOUND IN BOOK] 





0 Caf & Ware 
20% ee ae 228-8 ie 

, Ptade. $2 PSS ie Cs aig ok 
ene tne word Lb tre- con pd | fr 


Sige (eoe celta ™ 
2 3610 ee. ee une tihe 


ee pede bonee 
pes — wf oY woreral Fini les i Bes 


Gok (25.68 egot- fool 
a a hy re We ee ¢ Pei 


 Puakr nm. 40 Sef rect» oe whee nd sei ds. eb 


OY ca alee Wrg0ee 


; Be v8 Pecgel eB ag ine e clei | ae 
shasperte Ree a. 
“pe ne 404 ee cae fod jade 


7 fade A f ae ance Be ee 

























Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments -- Miscellaneous Books 
Notebook N-17-02-11 


This notebook was used by Edwin Smith, Jr., during February-July 1917 
for notes on experimental work done for the U.S. Navy. The experiments at the 
beginning of the book, which were directed by Edison, pertain to efforts to 
prevent the guns on submarines from rusting because of the salt water. Some 
of the subsequent entries relate to efforts, directed by Edison, to find a 
substance to place on the lenses of range finders and spotting telescopes to 
prevent spotting due to undried salts from sea water spray. Other entries 
concern the development of a respirator to protect men in the fighting tops of 
battleships from sulfur dioxide fumes, as well as a smoke bomb and a primary 
battery for airplane use. The front cover is labeled "T.A.E. Personal 'X' Account 
#5045, 2-11-17 -- #5049 2-19-17" and “Edwin Smith Jr." The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 150 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments -- Miscellaneous Books 
Notebook N-17-02-27 


This notebook was used by Jerry T. Chesler in February 1917 for notes 
on experimental work done for the U.S. Navy. The first part of the book 
contains notes pertaining to arc transmitters and attempts to transmit sound 
using coils, a spark gap, and a telephone diaphragm receiver. The notes 
indicate that Chesler's work was carried out under Edison instructions and 
oversight. The second part of the book [unselected] contains accounting 
records. The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 25 pages have been 
used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments -- Miscellaneous Books 
Notebook N-17-07-01 


This notebook was used by Jerry T. Chesler in July 1917 for notes on 
experimental work done for the U.S. Navy. The notes pertain to sound 
amplification and detection. Included are experiments with various resonators 
constructed with tuning forks, phonograph diaphragms, and columns of water. 
These experiments are described as "tests on resonator with movable coil type 
receiver mounted on 2 1/4" column." The front cover is labeled "Notes by Mr. 
Edison. From July 1- To 1917." The pages are unnumbered. Only five pages 


have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments -- Miscellaneous Books 
Notebook N-18-03-03 


This notebook was used by Paul D. Payne during March-April 1918 and 
December 1918-February 191 9 for notes on experimental work done for the 
U.S. Navy. Payne was a Naval lieutenant assigned to work with Edison during 
World War |. He was reassigned in March 194 9 but worked again for Edison 
during the 1920s. The experiments in this book, some of which were conducted 
at the U.S. Naval Station in Key West, Florida, pertain to the development of 
an airplane stabilizer to suppress undesired pitching motions. The notes 
indicate that the work was done under Edison's supervision, some of the 
entries contain Payne's description of Edison's comments. The flyleaf bears the 
date of August 20, 1918. A two-page final report by Payne, dated March 19, 
4919, has been inserted into the book. The book contains 60 numbered pages, 
pages 21-30 and 53-60 are blank. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments -- Miscellaneous Books 
Notebook, N-18-03-13 


This notebook was used by William A. Hayes, Newman H. Holland, 
William De Mille Telfair, and an experimenter named Fehen during March 
1918-July 1920 for notes on experimental work done for the military during and 
shortly after World War |, as well as other research pertaining to sound 
recording. The notes at the beginning of the book relate primarily to a sound 
ranging apparatus for artillery. The experimenters listened to artillery being fired 
at Morristown and Sandy Hook, New Jersey, then returned to the laboratory to 
make adjustments on the recording apparatus being used. Also included are 
experiments on a telescribe (a device for recording telephone messages) and 
a "transophone reproducer." Toward the middle of the book is a series of tests 
by Hayes on various transmitters, along with sound recording tests involving 
recording from a reproducer. The entries near the end of the book relate to 
tests of an electrical recording device using combinations of "Marconi Bulbs," 
“Navy Bulbs," and "Western Electric Bulbs." The notes indicate that the work 
was done under Edison's supervision; some entries include descriptions of 
Edison's comments. The flyleaf contains the notation "Daily Journal of Work at 
Morristown, Sandy Hook & Laboratory." The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 110 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments -- S. G. Warner Books 
[Not Selected] 


These five notebooks were used by Selden G. Warner during 1917-1918 
for notes on experiments performed for the U.S. Navy. The first book describes 
tests of various hydrogen detection devices. The remaining books relate 
primarily to a toothed wheel designed to cut through barbed wire in enemy 
trenches and carry explosives. Included are notes on the wheel's construction, 
release, inertia, and other properties. Also included are experiments to 
determine the feasibility of using the wheel in connection with a new type of 
short-range, high-power projectile. In addition, there are experiments on an 
explosive concussion device and on the use of a kite for bomb delivery. 


N-Number Labels and Inscriptions on Front Cover 


Books Not Selected 


17-08-25.2 --- 

17-10-01.2 "Book - No. 3- Early Tests - New Ideas - Dope -" 
17-10-02 "Book - No. 2. Figures - New Ideas - Dope -" 
17-11-20 --- 


18-07-14 a 








Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Group 4: Chemical Experiments (1911-1924) 


These eighty-one notebooks, which cover the years 1911-1924, focus on 
chemical research and production. Some books were used at the West Orange 
laboratory, where Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott was chief chemist. Other books pertain 
to experimental work done at the Edison Chemical Works in Silver Lake, New 
Jersey, under the direction of C. Frank Hunter. Also included are numerous 
books by Hunter dealing with personnel and other administrative maters at the 
Works. A few of the West Orange books bear Edison notations, and some 
books contain loose items by Edison. The experimenters include G. S. 
Andrews, Richard G. Berger, Peter C. Christensen, N. M. Elias, and D. Juan 
Marley. 


The books describe chemical experiments relating to the development 
and improvement of phonograph records, storage batteries, and motion picture 
film. There are also notes pertaining to the silvering of mirrors, fireproof fabric, 
extinguishing fires, hydrogen detection, and spontaneous combustion. The 
chemicals and compounds involved in the experiments include 
paraphenylenediamine ("para"), paranitroacetanilide, para-amidophenol, 
nitrobenzene, aniline, phenol, acetanilid, chloronitrobenzol, naphthalene, 
sulfonated benzol, feldspar, potash, salt, Castner soda, lacquers, shellacs, and 
Vaseline. 


Thirteen books with evidence of oversight or involvement by Edison have 
been selected in whole or in part. A few unselected books, including 
N-15-12-14, N-16-06-10, and N-19-10-09, contain perfunctory notations by 
Edison. 


The notebooks are arranged in nine subgroups: 


L. F. Ott Books (12 notebooks) 

Miscellaneous Books (27 notebooks) 

G. S. Andrews Books (3 notebooks) [not selected] 

N. M. Elias Books (4 notebooks) [not selected] 

R. G. Berger Books (2 notebooks) [not selected] 

D. J. Marley Books (3 notebooks) [not selected] 

C. F. Hunter Books (17 notebooks) [not selected] 

Edison Chemical Works Administration Books (4 notebooks) [not 
selected] 

Edison Chemical Works Experiment Books (9 notebooks) [not selected] 


ONAnPRON> 


© 








Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Chemical Experiments -- L. F. Ott Books 


These twelve notebooks were used by Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott during 
1911-1924 for notes on chemical experiments performed for Edison and 
others. Many of the experiments pertain to batteries, including the recovery of 
nickel flake and nickel oxide from old battery cells and chemical work on the 
electrolyte. Another large group of experiments relates to the development and 
improvement of phonograph records. There are entries on Condensite and 
paraphenylenediamine for disc and cylinder records, on plating solutions, and 
on chemical tests of Victor records to determine their composition. The notes 
also describe experiments on fireproof fabric, dust-laying compounds, and 
motion picture film. Some of the books contain notations by Edison. 


N-Number Labels and Inscriptions on Front Cover 


Selected Books 


41-10-30.1 --- 

13-10-05 "Notebook" 

14-05-19 "Note Book" 
14-11-19 "Not very Important" 
15-10-12 "Record" 

18-09-12 "Note Book L. Ott" 
19-09-19 — 

20-06-15 "Note Book Ludwig F. Ott" 
Books Not Selected 

42-02-20 oon 

15-03-08.2 "x" 

15-03-15 "Plating Sol" 


17-08-06.1 "Work for T.A.E. Interests -" 





Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Chemical Experiments -- L. F. Ott Books 
Notebook, N-11-10-30.1 


This notebook was used by Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott during October 
1911-September 1913 for notes on various chemical experiments. Included are 
entries relating to chemical solutions for storage batteries, the preparation of 
cement for phonograph cabinets, the electroplating of disc records, and 
coatings for the insides of Blue Amberol cylinders. One entry contains a 
notation by Edison, indicating his direct supervision of Ott's work. The last page 
is an index to the experiments. The index has been filmed first. The book 
contains 185 numbered pages, some of which are blank. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Chemical Experiments -- L. F. Ott Books 
Notebook, N-13-10-05 


This notebook was used by Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott during October 
1913-July 1914 for notes on various chemical experiments. Most of the 
experiments relate to batteries. Included are notes on the recovery of nickel 
flake and black oxide from old battery tubes, preparation of iron oxide for the 
batteries, and fireproof paint for the Edison Chemical Works at Silver Lake, 
New Jersey. There are also experiments pertaining to Blue Amberol cylinder 
records and to other phonograph-related items, including waxes and varnishes. 
Some of the notes are partially in German. The last page is an index to the 
experiments. The index has been filmed first. The front cover is labeled 
"Notebook." The book contains 124 numbered pages, some of which are 
blank, followed by approximately 10 unnumbered pages. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Chemical Experiments -- L. F. Ott Books 
Notebook, N-14-05-19 


This notebook was used by Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott during May 1914- 
February 1915 for notes on various chemical experiments. Included are 
experiments on paraphenylenediamine and Condensite for disc records and on 
nickel flake and nickel oxide for storage batteries. Other experiments relate to 
condensation experiments undertaken for Edison, the recovery of nickel flake 
and nickel oxide from old battery cells at the Edison Storage Battery Co., and 
the use of Condensite to replace celluloid on Blue Amberol records. In addition, 
there are notes pertaining to fireproof fabric for the kinetophone studio, dust- 
laying compounds for cement floors, and specifications for toluol from the British 
government. A few of the entries bear notations by Edison. The last page is an 
index to the experiments in the book. The index has been filmed first. The front 
cover is labeled "Note Book." The book contains 160 numbered pages, some 
of which are blank. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Chemical Experiments -- L. F. Ott Books 
Notebook N-14-11-19 


This notebook was used by Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott during 
November-December 1914 for notes on various chemical experiments. Most 
of the entries pertain to storage batteries and nickel hydrate for battery tubes. 
One entry describes a polishing compound for records. Numerous pages of 
loose notes, including some by Edison, have been inserted into the book. One 
loose item is dated December 22, 1919. The front cover is labeled by Edison, 
"Not very Important." The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 45 pages 
have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Chemical Experiments -- L.F. Ott Books 
Notebook, N-15-10-12 


This notebook was used by Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott during October 1915- 
September 1918 for notes on various chemical experiments relating to 
batteries, phonograph records, and motion picture film. Included are tests on 
the characteristics of various chemicals, such as tuluol, benzol, and phenol. 
Some of the experiments were done for Archie D. Hoffman or Sherwood T. 
(Sam) Moore and pertain to the development of disc records, particularly the 
varnish. Others relate to chemical work on the electrolyte for storage batteries. 
Also included are tests on Victor records to examine ingredients, experiments 
with acetone for the Motion Picture Division, and experiments with ink for use 
in marking the wax records for the business phonograph. Some of the entries 
include comments by Edison showing his interest in experiments for making 
smoke from gunpowder, as well as his supervision of Ott's work. A 3-page 
index appears at the end of the book. The index has been filmed first. The front 
cover is marked "Record." The book contains 175 numbered pages, some of 
which are blank, followed by approximately 15 unnumbered pages 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Chemical Experiments -- L. F. Ott Books 
Notebook N-18-09-12 


This notebook was used by Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott during September 
1918-April 1920 for notes on various chemical experiments. Most of the 
experiments pertain to chemical solutions used in making storage batteries or 
efforts to reuse elements from old storage batteries. Comments by Otton some 
of the entries indicate Edison's attention to, and correction of, Ott's work. The 
front cover is marked "Note Book L. Ott." The book contains 192 numbered 
pages, some of which are blank. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Chemical Experiments -- L. F. Ott Books 
Notebook N-19-09-19 


This notebook was used by Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott and an unidentified 
experimenter during September 1918-August 1920 for notes on various 
chemical experiments carried out by Ott. Most of the experiments relate to 
chemical solutions used in the manufacture of storage batteries. There are also 
a few entries regarding disc records. The notes at the beginning of the book 
pertain to the determination of FeO, (iron oxide) in NiSO, (nickel sulfate) 
saturated solution. Some of these entries include brief comments by Edison. 
Subsequent entries involve experiments on a caustic soda solution of NiSO, 
using various chemicals to hold the nickel hydroxide in solution. A loose note 
from Ott to Edison has been inserted into the book. The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 120 pages have been used. 


Approximately one third of the book, including all of the entries with 
Edison notations, has been selected. Many of the unselected entries consist 
solely of calculations or data on test runs. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Chemical Experiments -- L. F. Ott Books 
Notebook N-20-06-15 


This notebook was used by Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott during June 1920- 
October 1922 for notes on various chemical experiments. There are a few 
additional entries from November 1924 at the end of the book. Most of the 
experiments relate to the ingredients used for plating disc records. Some of the 
entries mention Edison's role in conducting the experiments and his comments 
in regard to them. Included are tests on the solubility of various solutions and 
analyses of various plating baths. Also included is a list of chemicals used by 
Edison in an effort to find one that would remove the Condensite stain from the 
record molds. Several loose items, including a note from Edison to Ott, have 
been inserted into the book. A 3-page index appears at the end of the book. 
The index has been filmed first. The front cover is labeled "Note Book Ludwig 
F. Ott." The book contains 191 numbered pages, some of which are blank. 
Pages 110-111 were removed from the book; other pages were removed 
before pagination. 
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A Note on the Sources 
The pages which have been © 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
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